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Proposal on Additional Cycle Track to Northern Metropolis Highway (Tin Shui Wai Section)

Executive Summary

We, Street Reset and Kowloon Greenway, recommend incorporating a cycle
track along the Tin Shui Wai section of the planned Northern Metropolis
Highway ("TSW section of NMH"), as part of a broader movement to promote
human-centered, sustainable transport in Hong Kong. We emphasize that large
infrastructure projects should serve a complete role in transportation, turning
highways from car-only corridors into integrated transport and community
assets. By providing a direct, safe, and connected cycling corridor, active
mobility can be encouraged.

The proposal outlines four key justifications:

1. Policy Alignment and Vision

It advances government and international goals, including Hong Kong's
Climate Action Plan (carbon neutrality targets), green transport targets for the
Northern Metropolis ("15-minute communities" planning approach), the "Hong
Kong 2030+" vision, and the cycling policy under the Traffic and Transport
Strategy Study (TTSS). It also supports global objectives such as "Vision Zero"
for road safety.

2. Meeting Local Mobility Needs

Tin Shui Wai and northern Yuen Long, with their mix of current and new
housing and industrial areas, generate significant commuting demand.
Currently, indirect cycling routes force residents to travel much further, tripling
journey distances and times. A direct route would shorten trips dramatically,
making cycling far more practical while reducing car dependency and relieving
already congested local roads.

3. Overcoming Network Gaps

The existing Yuen Long-Tin Shui Wai cycle network is fragmented, with
frequent interruptions where cyclists are required or advised to dismount and
walk. Apart from fixing the inefficiencies, adding a direct and complementary
new route would strengthen resilience, improve flow, and make the overall
network more attractive and effective.

4, Better Alternative to Nam Sang Wai Cycle Track

After the environmentally sensitive Nam Sang Wai cycle track project was
withdrawn, this proposal offers a superior option. By running more inland, this
route can serve more residents, connect with urban amenities, and balance
transport and recreational functions. This makes it a more beneficial and
sustainable investment.
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Proposal on Additional Cycle Track to Northern Metropolis Highway (Tin Shui Wai Section)

Executive Summary (cont'd)

Routing and Implementation

According to official information, the TSW section of NMH may include tunnels,
flyovers, and at-grade roads. The height profile is believed to be gentle,
providing favorable conditions to introduce a cycle track network.

The proposed cycle track connects Tin Wah Road and Wetland Park Road in the
west with Castle Peak Road (Tam Mei section) and Nam Sang Wai Road in the
east. It is recommended to study adding cycle tracks along Tin Tsz Road, Fuk Hi
Street, Chung Yip Road, and Long Wo Road to closely link with the existing cycle
track network. This approach would keep its scale, cost, and construction
period smaller or shorter than building a separate cycle track elsewhere.

° Providing pedestrian and cycling tunnels could straighten and
shorten the route, and potentially enhance the area's tourism value.
Reusing tunnel boring machines would likely improve efficiency.

° The linear space under elevated highway could be designed as
high-quality covered cycle tracks. If a cycling flyover is needed, ramps
should be prioritized as the preferred means of access.

° Where there is an existing nearby and nearly parallel cycle track of
similar length, upgrading that section could be considered.

° If the route is topographically challenging while tunnels are not

pursued, a detour cycle path around the hills may be considered. The

cycle track should maintain appropriate distance from existing
residences while also providing convenient access for residents.
° If the passage at the Yuen Long barrage scheme could be converted

into a shared path or fitted with a cycle track, it would save the cost of

building an additional bridge.
Sections Requiring Priority Treatment

The section west of Shan Pui River is very far from existing cycle tracks,
representing the largest gap in the local network. The missing cycle track
segments along Tin Tsz Road and Fuk Hei Street also fall within this gap, and
should receive high attention and be given priority treatment.

Further Extension

Consider similar approach for sections of NMH near Pok Wai Village, Yau Tam
Mei, Ma Tso Lung and New Territories North New Town. Reconnection of cycle
track along the right bank of Kam Tin River under the bridge of Tsing Long
Highway should also be considered.
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