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Northern Metropolis — San Tin and Ngau Tam Mei New Development Areas
Follow-up Suggestions on the Development of Street, Pedestrian and Cycling Networks

Executive Summary

We, Street Reset, continuously submitted views on the San Tin Technopole and
Ngau Tam Mei plans to promote active travel and people-oriented street design
starting from 2023. As more public design information is available to the public,
we hereby add detailed suggestions to support planning goals. Our another
suggestion in September 2025 for a cycle track path along the Northern
Metropolis Highway (Tin Shui Wai) would also apply to this area.

Our Suggestion - Make good use of different approaches to implement
pedestrian and cycling network planning

1. Enhance readiness to further extend connections between Ngau Tam Mei
and San Tin

We are thankful that the government will further study pedestrian and cycling
links between Ngau Tam Mei and San Tin. We would elaborate more possible
schemes to enhance resilience and connectivity. The two areas, only 430 m
apart but divided by hills, could connect through well-designed paths
addressing slope differences of 20-40 mPD with accessible, inclusive solutions.

On top of the proposed cycle track and lifts depicted in official design, we
propose relocating the footpath and cycle track to the east side of the road.

This would enable future lift access from nearby residential and university
areas according to demand, increase convenience and safety by avoiding road
crossings, and attract more users from larger precincts. This would support
flexible design options including the following:

Option 1 proposes a roadside route with gradients under 1:25 with a lift
tower at Ngau Tam Mei. Some sections are separated from the road alignment
to achieve gentle gradient and barrier-free access. Reserve space for shading
and extensions to any ramps, lifts or buildings, especially by the universities.

Option 2 runs along the west edge of the service reservoir uphill, with two
lift towers and footbridge connections. This combines a level barrier-free
access and cycle track, while the recreation potentials on the roof of service
reservoir would add value to this path. This also potentially reduce the extent
of site formation along the road.

Option 3 proposes a walking-cycling tunnel with a design that satisfies
ventilation, fire safety, and egress requirements. This can avoid constraints
from road gradient and needs for lifts, and further reduce the extent of site
formation along the road.
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Northern Metropolis — San Tin and Ngau Tam Mei New Development Areas
Follow-up Suggestions on the Development of Street, Pedestrian and Cycling Networks

Executive Summary (cont'd)

2. Actively explore options to link the Sha Po Development Area

San Tam Road, a two-lane route, is increasingly busy and challenging for
cyclists. Although a private developer plans to extend the cycling network from
the existing main route to the Sha Po area. The link between Sao Po and Ngau
Tam Mei remains indirect.

Leveraging the Northern Metropolis Highway could create a convenient 2 km
walking-cycling corridor between Ngau Tam Mei and Sha Po. This can integrate
rural road models and/or maintenance and emergency access, restricting cars
or allowing only emergency and permit vehicles, with filtered permeability.
Design features such as 30 km/h speed limits, physical calming like raised
platforms, narrowings, passing bays, and chicanes can be applied for safety,
inclusiveness and resilience.

3. Consider consistent criteria to choose between ramps and lifts

To address level changes at bridges or tunnels, consistent criteria should guide
the choice between ramps and lifts, for the purpose of universal accessibility
and cycling access.

Criteria like potential demand and height difference can serve as the basis for
selection. Ramps are suitable within a certain height range for any level of
demand, while lifts are viable only when sufficient demand exists and the
height difference remains manageable. In some cases, both installations
should be provided. As demand evolves, future-proofing should be achieved by
reserving adequate space. There are a few locations where cycling ramps shall
be added to as an alternative to lifts. If these connections will be inside the land
lots of the university, appropriate legal instruments should be considered to
ensure high-quality ramp and/or lift provisions.

4. Study and implement cycle-friendly intersections and reserve land to
enable such implementation

Plans for San Tin Technopole (Phase 2) show uninterrupted cycle tracks at
crossings, providing a solid basis for cycle-friendly junctions. We support this
and hope that adequate land will be reserved at more future crossings.

5. Join the two open ends of cycle tracks at the east boundary of the
development area to close the loop (if not yet considered)

All the above suggestions embody the principles of cycle-friendly design.
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